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The psychophysiology of anxiety, psychopathy, alcoholism, aggression, and brain-
damage is addressed. Interestingly, a developmental connection between psychopa-
thy and a subset of the children making up the hyperactive child syndrome is
suggested since these two disorders appear to have similar psychophysiological
correlates. In the study of aggression, a biochemical variable of importance is the
norepinephrine/epinephrine ratio, which is frequently high in physically violent
inpatients and seems to correlate with a "murderous propensity." Separate chapters
are devoted to the discussion of sleep and sleep disorders, sexual dysfunction,
childhood disorders, and psychological factors in physical disease.
This book covers research on all aspects of psychophysiology and presents a large
amount of information in a well-organized fashion. It is probably of most use to
those with an interest in biological psychiatry and the relevance of biological
knowledge to the psychiatric patient, but is especially useful as a resource to those
with interests in contemporary psychophysiological research.
(Note: My copy of this book had pp. 53-84 omitted and pp. 85-116 inserted twice.
Copies should probably be inspected prior to purchase.)
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PERINATAL MEDICINE: CLINICAL AND BIOCHEMICAL ASPECTS. By Manohar Rathi and
Sudhir Kumar. Washington, D.C., Hemisphere Publishing Corporation, 1980. 207
pp. $35.00.
In their preface, the editors state "this volume attempts to bring together the work
of a group of distinguished physicians and scientists involved in perinatal care who
have contributed information about recent advances and new approaches in patient
care and management." It appears also to have been their aim to be relatively brief.
Because perinatology encompasses many different facets of medical science, each
with a vast and rapidly expanding body of knowledge, perinatology does not lend
itself easily to brevity.
Many of the eighteen chapters are written by internationally recognized authori-
ties. Most present concise reviews of their subject matter from theoretical and
practical points of view. The discussions concerning the biochemical evaluation of
feto-placental sufficiency, cardiorespirography, transcutaneous oxygen monitoring,
and persistent pulmonary hypertension are most notable. The constraints imposed by
the apparent requisite brevity appear, however, to have rendered some discussions
too superficial to be of merit.
The subjects included are so diverse and haphazardly ordered that only with
relative difficulty is one able to utilize the information contained in one or more
chapters to enhance that contained in any of the others. A good textbook or more
specific collection of articles enables the reader to build his knowledge with each
succeeding entry such that the entire work yields more than the sum of its individual
parts. Unfortunately, the opposite appears to apply in this case-the benefits to be
derived from this work stem from the individual articles and not from their inclusion
in the book.
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